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LEGAL LIABILITY FOR IN-PERSON EVENTS

• Last night the state legislature passed a COVID-19 Relief package 
including civil liability exemptions for exposure to COVID-19
• Exemption applies retroactively to March 1, 2020
• Applies broadly to any business, association, governmental entity, 

school, institution of higher education, nonprofit organization, or 
other legal entity
• Governor Evers has said previously that he will sign the bill



Text of Proposed Liability Exemption

• “Beginning March 1, 2020, an entity is immune from civil liability 
for the death of or injury to any individual or damages caused by 
an act or omission resulting in or relating to exposure, directly or 
indirectly, to the novel coronavirus identified as SARS-CoV-2 or 
COVID-19 in the course of or through the performance or provision 
of the entity's functions or services.”
• Immunity “does not apply if the act or omission involves reckless 

or wanton conduct or intentional misconduct. Noncompliance with 
any national, state, or local order requiring entities to close or 
limit capacity does not constitute reckless or wanton conduct or 
intentional misconduct for purposes of this section.”



Status of Governor’s Mask Mandate

• Yesterday the state Senate voted to revoke Executive Order #104 
and the current mask mandate.
• The state Assembly is scheduled to vote on the Joint Resolution at 

9:00 AM on January 28th

• The state legislature can revoke an emergency declaration by the 
governor pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 323.10



What Does Recent Legislation Mean?

• Local regulations and ordinances are still in effect
• CDC guidelines recommend limited gatherings and social 

distancing
• BUT, civil liability for COVID-19 exposure is gone
• When considering holding in-person events, the question is really 

about best practices rather than legal exposure



Considerations for In-Person Events

• What kind of event is it?
• Where are you planning to hold it?
• How many people are you expecting?
• Can you social distance?
• What is the comfort level of attendees and staff?
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